
From the bounties of Heaven, 

You have blessed ð  

not because of our goodness  

ð but by Your grace. 
 

You have given us freedom to 

worship You in spirit and in truth 

as Your holy Word instructs.  

May our lives honor You  

in word and deed.   

May our nation acknowledge 

that all good things come  

from the Father above. 
 

Help us to pray earnestly  

for our president  

and leaders who govern,  

that they will humble themselves 

and seek Your guidance  

so that everything we do  

will shine the light of Your glory 

in a darkened world. 
 

May our prayers  

as a people and a nation  

be heard and blessed  

for such a time as this.   

We make this plea in faith,  

believing in the mighty name  

of Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 

  A Note From 

           Pastor Scott 
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loves us and has 
revealed His love 
through His Son, 
Jesus  Chr is t .  
Jesus died on the 
cross and rose 
from the dead so 
that He can give 
forgiveness of sin 
and eternal life to 
all who receive 
Him as Savior and 
Lord.  
 
WE BELIEVE the 
Bible is Godôs 
Word.  Through 
the Bible we 
discover all that 
God has in store 
for us and how He 
wants us to live.  
The Bible is the 
authority for our 
life, faith and 
ministry.  
 
WE BELIEVE the 
Church is an 
important part of 
Godôs plan for our 
lives.  As we live 
for Jesus, we seek 
to help one 
another in our 
s t r u g g l es ,  t o 
encourage one 
another in our 
faith, to equip each 
other for Christian 
service, and to 
share the good 
news of Jesus in a 
lost and hurting 
world.  

 

Evangelical 
Covenant 
Church 

Belvidere, IL 

As we once again look forward 

to celebrating the birth of our 

nation and affirming the free-

doms and blessings that God 

has given to us, I share this 

prayer with you, which comes 

from the National Day of Prayer 

observance in May: 
 

Lord, 
 

We are thankful for the  

abundant blessings You have 

bestowed on America.   

Our forefathers looked to You 

as Protector, Provider,  

and the Promise of hope.   

But we have wandered far from 

that firm foundation.   

May we repent for turning our 

backs on Your faithfulness. 
 

We pray that this great nation 

will be restored  

by your forgiveness. 
 

From bondage,  

You grant freedom. 
 

Through Your own sacrifice, 

You offer salvation. 
 

From the state of disrepair,  

You offer peace. 

 

òFOR SUCH  
A TIME  
AS THISó 



THE GREAT GIVEAWAY  
 

As a service to our community, we are sharing what 
we have to help meet the needs of others in Jesusô 
name 
 

This year our Giveaway is set for:  
     Friday, July 23rd, 8:00 am - 5:00 pm             
     Saturday, July 24th, 8:00 am -1:00 pm 
 

You can help by donating menós, womenós and chil-
drenós clothing; books and magazines; furniture; 
household and kitchen items; sports equipment; 
shoes; toys; and other items in new or good condi-
tion.  You can drop off your items at church July 
18th-22nd. 
 

All items will be offered for free, and all are welcome 
to come and to help themselves to what they might 
need.  It is our way of living out the words of Scrip-
ture:  
ñIf anyone has material possessions and sees 
his brother in need, but has no pity on him, 
how can the love of God be in him?  Dear 
children, let us not love with words or tongue, 
but with actions and in truth.ò   
                                     ( 1 John 3:17-18) 

 

We also need help with set-up July 21st-July 22nd 
from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon or from 6:30 pm to 8:00 
pm.  This involves folding and organizing clothing 
according to size and gender.  Clean up will be Sat-
urday, July 24th at 1:00 pm. 
 

This is a great way to serve our community and to 
give witness to the free gift of Godôs love and salva-
tion extended to us in Jesus Christ! 

 
NURSERY NEWS 

 

TODDLER NURSERY - WORSHIP SERVICE 
 

     July  4   Judy Frykholm /Youth Volunteer Needed   
     July 11  Jessica Limones / Diane Meister   
     July 18  Outdoor Worship and Picnic   
     July 25  Tammy King / Alicia Limones   

  
FUSION SUMMER 2010 

 

Junior and Senior High Youth continue to meet to-
gether during the summer on Sunday evenings at 
6:30 pm at The White House.  
 

If you need a ride or have any questions, call Jim 
Reynolds at 815-547-5324 or e-mail Jim at 
JmRyn@aol.com 

SYMPATHY 
 

As a church family we extend our love, sympathy 
and prayers to Marjorie Carlson and Lloyd Carl-
son and their family in the loss of Leonard on 
June 1st.  May God bless them family with His 
comfort and peace.  

  
CONGRATULATIONS  

 

As a church family we extend our congratula-
tions to Lisa Bennett, who earned a Masterôs De-
gree in Education Administration from St. Xavier 
University.  May God continue to richly bless her. 

 
GRADUATION OPEN HOUSE 

 

The Church Family is invited to a Graduation 
Open House in honor of Alex Ainsworth on Sat-
urday, July 10th, from 4:00 to (dinner at  6:00 
pm) at 400 Pine Street, Brooklyn, WI.  Call Trudi 
and Shawn (1-608-455-5060) for directions.   

 
SENIOR CITIZENS/FRIENDS GROUP 

 

On Tuesday, June 11th, at 11:30 am, twenty-five 
(25) Sr. Citizens and Friends met at the Steam 
Plant Restaurant for lunch/breakfast.  Merlin 
Carlson led us in an old fashioned Hymnfest, 
which featured explanations of the hymns we 
sang.  Thank you to  Merlin/Marianne Carlson for 
organizing this fun and informative afternoon.    
 

Effective on June 11th, 2010, Gene and Donna 
West read a letter - sharing with the Seniors and 
Friends - that they are stepping down as coordi-
nators.  We praise God for Merlin and Marianne 
Carlson as they volunteered to step up and re-
sume the position.      

 
JULY KITCHEN COMMITTEE  

Co-Leaders: Marianne Carlson / Nancy Nellis                   
 

    Lorraine Emery              Wayne Hulstedt  
    Marie     Hansen             Beth Limones  
    Debbie Meister               Barb Carlson 
    Jaclyn Carlson               Melissa Nellis 
    Stephanie Winters          Sally Bennett 
    Donna West                   Madeline Walberg 
    Katie Tate                       Marjorie C. Carlson 
    Cindy Molosz                  Wilma Carlson 
    Edie McGee                    Lynne Hulstedt 

 
 
 
 



SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

On Sunday, July 4th, a patriotic celebration will be 
held featuring crafts for the kids as well as scripture 
study and songs for all ages.   
  

Beginning Sunday, July 11th, the adults will use the 
study by Max Lucado entitled óFearlessô.  The chil-
dren will learn about various heroes in the Bible us-
ing the Veggie Tales curriculum, ñThe Pirates Who 
Donôt Do Anythingò.   
 

Plan on attending Sunday School this summer and 
grow in your knowledge and faith! 

 
SUMMER BIBLE CAMP  

 

Please be in pray as the following campers attend 
Summer Bible Camp: 
 

July 4th - 10th: Tanya Hartman, Melissa Nellis, Rick 
Nellis, Gino Hartman, Stephanie Winters and Laurel 
Hemmer at Covenant Point 
 

July 25th - July 31st - Jessica Limones at Lake Ge-
neva Youth Camp  
 

If your child is going to camp this summer and is not 
listed above, please let the church office (815-547-
6471) know so they can be included in the weekly 
bulletin as Camper/s Of The Week. 

 
OUTDOOR WORSHIP AND PICNIC 

SUNDAY, JULY 18th - 10:00 AM 
 

Once again, we will be having our Outdoor Worship 
Service and Picnic at the home of Dean and Marie 
Hansen (12425 Olson Road, Caledonia) on Sunday, 
July 18th, at 10:00 am. 
 

The celebration will begin with a service of worship 
and praise.  Lunch will follow, with hot dogs, chips 
and beverages provided.  If possible, please bring a 
salad or dessert and a hot dish to share. 
 

For those who wish to stay on into the afternoon, 
there will be games, volleyball, swimming and other 
activities to enjoy. 

 

In case of inclement weather the service and picnic 
will be held at church.   Please check the church 
answering machine (815-547-6471) on Sunday 
morning if the weather seems threatening.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGHLIGHTS OF 2010 
CONVENANT ANNUAL MEETING  

 

597 delegates representing 282 churches at-
tended the meeting held June 24-27 in St. Paul, 
MN. 

 

26 international guests were introduced in honor 
of the 125th anniversary year. 

 

21 new churches were received into member-
ship, 10 churches were removed from member-
ship. 

 

67 individuals were ordained for ministry, 14 
transferred their ordinations to the Covenant and 
1 person was commissioned for staff ministry. 

 

19 short-term missionaries, one project mission-
ary, and 4 long-term missionaries were commis-
sioned. 

 

Linda Cannell was approved as academic dean 
at North Park Theological Seminary.  Jay Phalen 
was recognized for this service as president and 
dean of North Park Theological Seminary. 

 

Doreen Olson was re-elected to a 4 year term as 
executive minister of the Department of Chris-
tian Formation. 

 

Efrem Smith was installed as Superintendent of 
the Pacific Southwest Conference. 

 

A proposed resolution on Criminal Justice was 
approved by delegates.  A copy of the resolution 
can be found on the Covenant website. 

 

It was reported that there were a total enrollment 
of 3,201 at North Park University last fall in un-
dergraduate, graduate, seminary and exchange 
programs. 

 

Average weekend worship attendance in 2009 
increased to 176,005, marking 18 consecutive 
years of growth in the Covenant. 

 

 From 1996 to 2009, the number of ethnic 
churches grew from 81 to 201, representing 
25% of all congregations and making the Cove-
nant one of the most diverse denominations. 

 

The 2011 Annual Meeting will be held June 28-
39 at the YMCA of the Rockies in Estes Park, 
CO. 

 

Special thanks to Marge C. Carlson for representing 
our congregation at this yearôs Annual Meeting. 

 



CONCERTS IN THE PARK 
 

Mark your calendars now for our Outdoor Summer 
Concert Series.  Our guest artists this year include: 
 

Sunday, July 18th  - ñForgivenò 
Coming from Oklahoma City, Forgiven, a male quar-
tet, sings Southern Gospel in 15 states annually.  
They routinely perform at Silver Dollar City and 
Branson, Missouri.  Their concerts and ten re-
cordings have strengthened the faith of thousands. 
 

Sunday, July 25th  - ñAssemblymenñ 
Blending their voices in harmony, this menôs quartet 
comes from the Greater Rockford Area.  For twenty 
years, the Assemblymen have averaged 50 con-
certs yearly across the Midwest. Their enthusiasm 
as they sing Gospel songs in Gaither style will be 
contagious. 

 

Sunday, August 1st  - ñCody Clauson Trioò  
Performing regularly in their dinner theater in Co-
loma, Wisconsin, the Trio features Cody Clauson, 
19, on tenor banjo and guitar; his sister Brittney, 22, 
on double bass; and their father, Brent, on steel gui-
tar and fiddle. Their versatility of style in Gospel vo-
cals and skillful playing on instruments will delight 
all.  
 

All concerts will begin at 7:00 pm and will be held at 
Belvidere Park at the Concert Stage next to the Old 
Baltic Mill.  
 

Invite your family, friends and neighbors to join you 
for inspiring worship in a beautiful outdoor setting. 

 
ñREST TENTò 

At the Boone County Fair  
August 10th - 15th

 

 

At the ñrest tentò we provide a place to rest in the 
shade for those who are tired; give coloring books 
and suckers to children; share cold, fresh water with 
those who are thirsty; and hand out Christian litera-
ture so that people can have their spiritual need met 
by Jesus Christ. 
 

If you can help volunteer to staff our tent for a few 
hours during the fair, please see Sally Bennett. 

 
ADDRESS CORRECTION 

 

Mike and Tanya Hulstedtôs address should read 
2800 Hamson Way  in the new church telephone 

directory.  Sorry for the misprint! 

COVENANT HARBOR  
SENIOR DAY 

 

On July 14th, from 10:00 am to 3:00 pm, Senior 
adults are invited to enjoy a day at the lake and to 
soak in the gracious atmosphere of Covenant Har-
bor.  Explore the campgrounds.  Cruise Lake Ge-
neva on a charted tour.  Enjoy a delicious brunch.  
Hear from the Camp Director.  Cost is $15.00. 

 
NORTH PARK COVENANT CHURCH  

WELCOMES NEW PASTOR 
 

North Park Covenant Church (545 Superior Avenue, 
Machesney Park) is hosting an Open House on 
Sunday, July 18th, from Noon to 2:00 pm,  to wel-
come Jason Mach and his wife, Alaina, as they be-
gin their ministry with the congregation.  Members of 
area Covenant churches are invited to come and 
meet the Machs and join in the celebration.  Central 
Conference Superintendent, Jerome Nelson, will be 
installing Pastor Mach at the 10:00 AM Worship 
Service on that day. 

 
DID YOU KNOW THAT . . .  

 

Stephanie Ackman makes the coffee for us each 
Sunday before Sunday School?  Thanks 
Stephanie! 

 

Bonnie Weyhruach is the primary baker of the 
tasty treats for us to have at each Bible Study/
Prayer meeting?  She gets a blue ribbon! 

 

Joanne Ellingson is a great seamstress, making 
purses, sweatshirts quilts, and more?  Way to 
go! 

 

Stephanie Winters is the smiling helper who as-
sists in whatever way she can each Sunday 
morning?  Great job! 

 

Bob Bennett planted 90 tomato plants? (He says 
Sally canôt count; thereôs more than that.)  But 
regardless, thatôs a lot of pizza sauce.  Does the 
name Bennett sound Italian? 



YOUTH CAMPING TRIP 
 

Students who were in the 7th - 12th
 
grades last year 

are invited to participate in a camping trip to Wis-
consin, July 27th - 29th.  
 

The event will be held on the Schirmer Estate in 
Ogema, WI, and will feature canoeing, hiking, camp-
fires, and fishing, (license will cost extra).  Cost of 
the trip will be $25.00 for those students who help 
with the Quarter Dip Potluck on Sunday, July 11th 
and $60.00 for those who do not help.  
 

There is room for only eleven (11) students, so sign 
up now with Jim Reynolds (815-547-5324) to make 
sure there is a spot for you.  

 
QUARTER DIP POTLUCK  

 

As a way to support our Junior and Senior High Stu-
dents and their summer camping trip (July 27th-
29th), we will be having a Quarter Dip Potluck lunch 
on Sunday, July 11th, following our Morning Wor-
ship Service. 
 

If possible, you are asked to bring a hot dish and 
salad or dessert to share.  Each scoop or ñdipò of 
food will cost 25 cents.  Students planning on at-
tending the camping trip should be on hand at the 
Quarter Dip to help with the serving and clean-up.  

 
 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  

 

WOW!  What a great time was had during our 
ñGood News Cluesò Vacation Bible School, June 
28th - July 1st.  Altogether 70 children attended dur-
ing the week, having fun while discovering the joy of 
new life in Jesus Christ. 
 

The week featured worship, singing, games, 
snacks, skits, crafts and stories from the Bible.  The 
children also brought in about 900 canned goods 
and boxed food items as a Service Project to sup-
port the ministry of the Boone County Food Pantry.  
 

Many thanks to all the leaders and helpers for giving 
of their time and talents in sharing the love of Jesus 
and the Word of God with the children!  Special 
thanks to Nancy Nellis for coordinating this years 
Vacation Bible School.  Pray that Godôs work in the 
lives of these kids would continue. 

COVENANT HARBOR  
SUMMER SUNDAYS 

 

Each summer, Covenant Harbor hosts a Summer 
Sunday Worship Series that is open to the public.  
Come and worship in the beautiful setting and enjoy 
a day at the lake.  Summer Sundays are a great 
ñfirst experienceò of camp, and a place to invite your 
friends to great worship. 
 

The intergenerational Sunday morning worship ser-
vices have engaging preaching and celebratory wor-
ship music. Worship begins at 10:30 am.  After the 
service, people may picnic or buy lunch on the 
grounds, and swim until 4:30. Please leave your 
pets at home, but bring your friends! 

 

Guests Speakers this year include: 
 

   July 4th - Rev. Sergey Rakhuba - president of the  
   Association for Spiritual Renewal in Russia. 
 

   July 11th -  Rev. Bill Crowder - Bible teacher for 
   Radio Bible Class ministries. 

 

   July 18th - Rev. Mike Delong - Pastor of the 
   Evangelical Covenant Church, Milwaukee, WI. 

 

   July 25th - Dr. Duffy Robbins - Director of Youth 
   Ministries Department, Eastern    University 
 

   August 1st - Rev. Carlos Garcia- Worship Pastor 
    at Minooka Bible Church, Minooka, IL 
 

   August 8th - Rev. Phil Staurseth, Pastor of  
   Ravenswood Covenant Church , Chicago, IL 
 

   August 15th -  Bob Stromberg - Nationally known 
   communicator using comedy, drama and music. 

 
NOTES OF APPRECIATION 

 

Thank you - to Sue Yurs for being so special in my 
life.  I so appreciate you going that extra step in car-
ing.                             May God bless  
                                   Edie McGee 

 

A Very Special Thank You -  Many thanks to an 
anonymous friend who provided grocery gift certifi-
cates to us. 
 

 We canôt even express to you how much your kind-
ness and generosity have meant to us,  nor what a 
blessing this gift was. 
 

Thank you for your prayers as well.  To know that 
you are holding us up in prayer before our Almighty 
God is a tremendous comfort. 
 

                                   Don and Vicki Redner 



NOTES OF APPRECIATION 
 

Thank You - At this time I would like to thank the 
entire church body for all their prayers and concerns 
during my layoff and the two years that I attended 
Rock Valley.  The members of Evangelical Cove-
nant Church have been a great support for me. 
 

I would also like to thank you for the lovely gradua-
tion gift.                        Love in Christ,                                  
                                    Beatrice Dabbs  
 
Dear Church Family - Leonardôs life journey is over 
and his eternal journey has begun  He is missed 
and will continue to be missed, but I canôt even 
imagine the JOY he is experiencing.   
 

Thank you for phone calls, visits, cards, food, and 
especially your prayers.  I could feel them - there is 
such contentment in our Saviorôs care.  Leonard 
loved Godôs Word and would be as thankful for the 
ten Bibles the church donated in his memory.  We 
will be praying that those people who open these 
Bibles and read Godôs Word would have a life 
changing experience. Godôs Word never returns 
void. 
 

Finally thank you to the ladies and men who worked 
on the kitchen committee for the delicious lunch 
served after the funeral service.  One guest said to 
me, ñI expected cheese and crackers and look itôs a 
banquetò.  Please accept my heartfelt thanks.  ñIôm 
so glad Iôm a part of this family of God.ò   
          

                 By Marjorie Carlson  
                 on behalf of the Leonard Carlson family  

z 
Dear Friends -Praise God for the comfort we re-
ceive when we read His word. 
 

Thank you for the (10) ten Bibles given in Leonardôs 
memory through the Gideons.  He would be so 
pleased.                                 
                Marjorie Carlson 
 

There are those whose lives  
death cannot diminish.  

Their love radiates forever  
in the hearts of family  

and friends.  
We felt that love  

in your thoughtfulness.  
 

Thank you very much. 
 

 The Family of  
Leonard C. Carlson  

NOTES OF APPRECIATION 
 

Dear Friends -  Thank you for your gift of $90.00 to 
the Rockford Area Pregnancy Care Centers.  Your 
gift comes at a crucial time, as giving is typically 
slow during these summer months. 
 

Not only do we appreciate your monetary donation, 
but we covet your prayer support.  Last month, we 
welcomed two new babies to the Maternity Home.  
Pray Godôs blessing on these little ones and their 
moms. Please continue to pray for the girls who 
come into our centers, especially those who are 
abortion-minded.  Also, ask God to give the staff 
and counselors wisdom as they minister to these 
hurting women. 
 

Once again, thank you for your thoughtful and gen-
erous donation to our ministry.  We are so blessed 
to have faithful donors like you! 
 

                       Sincerely, Linda Jurgens,  
                       President, Board of Directors 

 
ñFor I know your eagerness to helpéò 2 Corin-
thians 9:2.  This verse reminds me of friends like 
you who share your gifts and prayers with Rockford 
Rescue Mission. 
 

Not a day goes by that I donôt thank God for your 
generosity and compassion, and for the amazing 
transformations your partnership makes possible.  
From the relief in the eyes of a homeless woman 
when we give her a safe, clean bed - to the triumph 
on the face of a former addict when he lands a new 
job - I see signs of hope . . . And the wonderful re-
sult of your commitment to help others. 
 

Your recent gift is already being used to feed and 
shelter the hungry and homeless; to help those bat-
tling addiction and reeling from lifeôs trials find new 
purpose for their lives. 
 

Thank you again, and may God bless you as you 
have blessed us. 
 

                           Partners in Hope,  
                           Sherry Pitney, Executive Director 



HAPPY JULY BIRTHDAYS  

    2nd  - Dan Schirmer  
              Viva Mae Carlson 
    5th  -  MISSIONARY - Miles Peterson  
    6th  -  Frank Weyhrauch   
              Bethany Baumann  
  13th  -  Shawn Ainsworth  
  15th  -  Katie Buss  
              Nico Hartman 
              Linda Randecker 
              MISSIONARY - Jousiô Reed 
  17th  -  Cheryl Bowley  
  18th  -  Brent Bowley 
              Gary Hulstedt 
  19th  -  Annie Jo Schirmer 
              Bob Bowley 
  24th  -  Kevin Lindahl 
              MISSIONARY - Roberto Reed 
  27th  -  Charles Reece Macias 
  28th  -  Judy Frykholm 
  29th  -  Carla Shewmon   
  30th  -  Pam Tillman   

 
HAPPY JULY ANNIVERSARIES  

   2nd
   
-   Gordy / Jill Ellingson   

  12th   -  Mike / Barb Carlson  
  13th   -  Deen / Karen Hulstedt 
  20th   -  Dan / Cari Schirmer  
  24th   -  Don / Vicki Redner  
  31st   -  James / Corine Wehrle  

 
JOHN FLETCHER 

 

John Fletcher was a man of God, and was known 
until the day of his death as the ñSainted Fletcher.ò  
Letôs profit by his evening questionnaires: 

Has my faith been weakened by unwatchful-
ness, or quickened by diligence? 
Have I walked by faith and seen God in all 
things? 
Have I made the most of my time as far as I had 
light, strength, and opportunity?  
Have I denied myself in all unkind thoughts and 
words? 
Did I awake spiritual, and was I watchful in keep-
ing my mind from wandering this morning? 
Have I this day got nearer to God in prayer or 
have I given way to a lazy, idle spirit? 
What have I done this day for the souls and bod-
ies of Godôs dear saints? 
Have I laid out anything to please myself when I 
might have saved the money for the cause of 
God? 
Does my life and conversation adorn the gospel 
of Jesus Christ?              -selected  

INDEPENDENCE DAY 
Daniel Webster  

 

If we abide by the principles taught in the Bible our 
country will prosper.  But if we and our posterity ne-
glect the instructions and authority in this book, no 
man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may over-
take us and bury our glory in profound obscurity. 
 

This is the Book that inspired thousands of men and 
women to travel to a New World where they could 
live and worship God in freedom. 
 

This is the book our forefathers drew upon for the 
great principles included in the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and the Constitution.  
 

This is the Book that the people of America--in 
every walk of life--have turned to for strength, for 
comfort and for guidance. 
 

This is the Book that is in every court of this broad 
land, a reminder of Americanôs ideal of freedom and 
justice for all. 
 

This is the Book that its enemies burn--The Book 
they smear and fear, because it proclaims the dig-
nity of the individual and teaches that all men are 
created in the image of God. 
 

America still needs the Bible! 
 

We need courage to face todayôs problems and di-
vine wisdom to solve them, just as our forefathers 
did. 
 

We need to renew the spirit of faith in the Book that 
is the foundation of our personal well-being and cor-
nerstone of our countryôs greatness. 
 

Let this Book revive us in the spirit of our fathers to 
face tomorrow unafraid.  
 

Let us too turn to the Book that reveals the mind of 
God,  His holiness, His love for lost sinners and His 
salvation through Jesus Christ.  



MISSIONS UPDATE FROM  

PAUL AND SHERYL NOREN  
 

Off to Alabama and Florida!  Our first stop will be to visit and share with ministry partners at Greenwood 
Covenant Church.  Sherylôs family has had connections to this church since she was just four years old!  
Her dad, Robert Hirsch, did an internship there from North Park Seminary years ago and since he retired, 
has also filled in as interim pastor.  Another stop will be at Faith Covenant Church in St. Petersburg, FL, 
another faithful ministry partner. 
 

Next, as part of our preparations for returning to Central African Republic and Congo, Paul will be visiting 
some agricultural research organizations in Florida during the month of May.  The main stop will be a visit 
to ECHO (Educational Concerns for Hunger Organization) in Fort Myers.  Paul has been able to do this in 
the past during our home assignments which is a great way to do some new studies plus be able to pass 
on knowledge and experience that he has to those now studying at ECHO. 
 

While we visit with Fulani in CAR and work with the Congolese Covenant Church Development work, we 
are always looking for methods of farming that will help the people get better results from their work and 
add to their food security.  Another way to help people in this sort of way is to introduce new or improved 
plants to their current plant inventory.  There are a number of places in Florida that are collecting new and 
improved food species as well as other plant species with other uses.  For instance, few people realize 
that there are over 1,500 species of Bamboo in the world.  CAR has at least three native species, but only 
one of them is of any economic importance and grows in the drier northern areas of the country.  The one 
widespread introduced species of bamboo is a rather average type with many uses but nothing that really 
stands out.  There are species with exceptional qualities such as hardness for use in building or even edi-
bility.  These types have not been spread around very much but could be very useful to people.  One thing 
I hope to find during my trip to Florida is a start of the Giant bamboo which can be over 90 feet tall with a 
stalk base of one foot in diameter.  They are so big, that lower nodes of a stalk can be used as buckets.  
Bamboo can also be a great resource of replentish-able firewood not to mention other uses.  So as I do 
some study of new methods and gather new helpful plant species, pray that these plants would be just 
one more testimony of Godôs love to the people we will be working with. 
 

In June, Paul will go to Alaska to Bible Camp, and then we will attend CHE conference in Santa Barbara, 
California, and the Covenant Annual Meeting in Minnesota.  These travels give us more opportunities to 
visit family, friends and connect with many faithful supporters. 
 

July and August months are not yet planned.  Sheryl hopes to do some studies.  We both hope to be able 
to spend some quality time with friends and family right here in Grand Rapids, Michigan, while going 
through our belongings to sort, give away and pack down again.  Hopefully Erik will have a job here in 
Grand Rapids and we can spend quite a bit of time with him too as we prepare for our return to Africa. 
 

Praises!  *Wow!  We have traveled over 6500 miles since we headed west in January!  *We have en-
joyed great fellowship with friends, family and supporters.  *We ended this year at a support level of 78%!  
Thanks for all of your help in reaching this level!  *Erikôs first year at Cornerstone University is just about 
done.  Well done, Erik (on the Deanôs List)!   *Kristina has a job in Burbank, CA and has been accepted to 
attend Azusa Pacific University in the fall as a junior.  *Sherylôs neck is healing and she no longer needs 
to wear the neck brace, except for on long car trips.  She can drive again, but not for long periods at one 
time so her neck doesnôt get too tired. 
 

Prayer requests:  * A summer job for Erik.  *Financial aid figured out for Kristinaôs school  *Continued safe 
travels through the summer.  *Support levels to keep growing!  *For continued good health for Mary as 
she gets closer to the new babyôs birth.  Good health for the baby.  *For Karl and Maryôs support to keep 
coming in so they can continue teaching this fall at the Rain Forest International School in CAR.  *For us 
as we continue to work on how we are going to be sharing our time between Congo and CAR. 
 

Thank you all for your continued prayers for us and our family.  We appreciate this and are so thankful for 
how God continues to meet our needs.                     Blessings! 
       Paul and Sheryl Noren 




